
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Thirty-Seven: The Establishment of the Church 
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Acts 1:9-11; 2:38-47; 4:13-19; 4:32-37; 5:17-21; 5:25-32; 6:8-11; 7:51-60
A
fter Jesus’ resurrection He appeared to His disciples at various times over a period of 40 days (Acts 1:3). During this time all of the Apostles, along with James (His brother) and as many as 500 disciples at once saw Jesus alive (1 Cor. 15:5-7). At the close of this period Jesus told the Apostles to wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Then while they watched, He was taken up from them into heaven (Acts 1:9-11). 

A short time after this the Apostles were assembled  together and the sound of a rushing wind swept through the place where they were. What looked like tongues of fire rested on each of them and they began to speak in other languages (which they had never studied). People assembled for the feast of Pentecost heard the sound and came to see what it was. People who normally would not have understood them could hear the Apostles speaking in their native tongue. They taught the people that Jesus was the Messiah. As a result 3000 souls became followers of Jesus. They were baptized, putting their faith in Him and began to work together as the first church which belonged to Jesus (Acts 2:38-47).

After this, the Apostles began to speak boldly about Jesus. They performed miracles and taught in the temple courts. The Jewish leaders who had condemned Jesus arrested Peter and John and commanded them not to teach about Jesus anymore. The very men who had fled when Jesus was arrested now courageously told the Jewish leaders that they had to obey God rather than men (Acts 4:13-19). The Jewish leaders warned them, and then released them.  They then assembled with the church and prayed that they might have boldness in the face of such danger (Acts 4:23-31). When they were arrested again God miraculously freed them from prison (Acts 5:17-21) and they taught with the same boldness (Acts 5:25-32).

The early church was a wonderful example of unity and generosity. The members had compassion on those in need and sold their own possessions to give the money to the Apostles so that they could give to those in need (Acts 4:32-37).  One couple, Ananias and Sapphira wanted people to think they were more generous than they were and lied about how much they had given. They missed the whole point of generosity, and God struck them dead for their deception. Most of the members of the church in Jerusalem were very generous. The church made a daily provision for widows. When some of the Greek  proselyte widows, who were a part of the church, were neglected the Holy Spirit led the Apostles to appoint seven men to make sure that the needs of all were met. This appointment appears to be the first time that men were appointed as deacons, to serve the local church (Acts 6:1-6).*   

During these days the church was growing quickly, as many obeyed  the Gospel and followed Jesus. One of the seven, Philip taught outside of Jerusalem.  Many in Samaria, and a royal official from Ethiopia were converted by him (Acts 8:4-40). Yet, the envy and hatred of the Jewish council began to grow. They arrested another of the seven, Stephen and brought him before the council. Stephen was bold and articulate, telling them how Jesus was the Messiah all of Jewish history had pointed to, and rebuked them for condemning Him. In anger they stoned Stephen to death (Acts 7:51-60). With courage and boldness the Lord’s church was first born!
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	37
	Haggai
	Zechariah 1-7
	Zechariah 8-14
	Malachi
	Matthew 1-2
	Matthew 3-4
	Matthew 5-7


Study Questions
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1.  As the disciples saw Jesus ascend into heaven, what did the angle declare about Jesus’ return (Acts 1:10-11)?


2.  What does Acts 2:8-11 indicate about the nature of Biblical tongue speaking?

3.  What two things did Peter tell the people to do when they asked “what shall we do?” (Acts 2:28)



Does this apply today?
 

4.  List four things the early church did according to Acts 2:42.


5.  Who adds a person to the church (Acts 2:47)?


6.  What happened after they prayed for boldness (Acts 4:31)?


7.  Did God strike Ananias and Sapphira for not giving enough or for lying?


8.  Fill-in the blanks from Acts 5:29: “But ________ and the other _________ answered and said: ‘We ______ to ____ God rather than ______’”  (NKJV).
9.  List the seven men appointed in Acts 6:5: 1)________________ 2)



3) ___________________ 4) ______________________ 5) ______________________


6) ___________________ 7) ______________________

10.  How were the Jewish leaders “resisting” the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51)?


11.  Simon, a sorcerer in Samaria, accepted Philip’s teaching. What does Acts 8:13 say he did?



Later when he sinned what did Peter say could happen to him (Acts 8:20-22)?


* The word which is translated “distribution” is related to the name applied to appointed “deacons.” This suggests that the workers appointed here fulfilled the role of “deacons.”


Key Passage: “Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common” (Acts 4:32-33, NKJV). 
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